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Denver woman
stands ground
agamnst Antigua

Grandmother fights
decade-long effort to
seize family’s resort

ua — A peliie
grandmother has
ars been fending off Anti
gusn government atlsmpls to ex-
proprate Hall Moan Bay, & pnaed
owned by het family ond oth-
weslors

Nataha Querart hasdonnsow
L any Vi
suppart from
4 the LS State
Departm
wihich says &
ieng-standing
Lreaty — rali-
fe¢ by An
guawhen (L be-
Came Indepen-
' dentin (8L —
iU{_" dies nol appiy
~ inthia ense

McGowan Jr. 4

iR A

Querard has
wniten to U8
Ambassador

Nary Kramer n Barbadcs saving
apposition to her and the resnrt
now threatens Lo esciale nte
physical confrontalion and possiole
damage Lo preperty and, midre 1m-
partantly. indimcuais

Thirests are nothing new Lo Lhis
determired woman She said her
car has been rur off Lhe road Lwice
inrecent vears

Though the 193 room resort bas
een cmpty and (i singe heing se
verely damaged by Hurmcane Liss
i G5 Querard pnvs fne rputid
look secunty

insuranece disputes kept the own.
ers from reslonng the Canbbean
Eetaway And govermment  ar
templs Lo take owver Lhe praperts
ave oiscnuragec others e willing
ferem Invesiors

After tho hurricgne. Querard
piseed everything salvageabise —in
cludmg  wprhances,  bathroom
eqlip goors and furriture —
nrenteg stoTage

All was l0sl when an arsonisl de-
stroved the storage unil No one has
been arrested

Tokeep the government from de-
eclarng the property abandopnec
Guerard ras stayed on the is-
land aimost constantly ever Since,
while her husband John continues
his work in Denver as an indepen
denteconomic analyst

The resort islpeated onthe south
rast corner of the roughiy 10 mde
by 10 miie isiand ngtion of 70,000 el
zens 1L has 2 nine-hole golf course
five tenius courts and a reshwater
Swimming poal

QRuerand has drawings for a com
piele rebutiding af the resprt and an
expansion to 125 moms. plus somae
Iixury suttes and later. develon
ment of villas along the goif fair
WHYS

Dunng my visil ‘o the sland last
month, Querara sa.4d she peeupies
hersell by Keeping 4 massive set o
figs on actbaues Avoiving the re-
s

Newspaper articles statements
enl officiats and a large

Dy

set o) eda fles ad attest to her
wnathy ane expensive Nght to koep
tneprogenty in family hands

There 18 mever a dull mement ”

she suid, “Most of Antigua hister
talk radla Half Moon Bay 32 not s
sue I neea 1o listen anc thon re.
spuntd with balancing comments

It i tough being separated from
my family, But 1 amwatehing su!t for
my parenls nterests and the inter-
esisofmychildron

A famillar face In St. John's

Her father Michael Kluge ana
other U& nvestors acqs
Mpon Bay : {luge, whoe
Hved tm M ¢ unti his
gdeath in 2900 wasa poneer i the
contamenzed freight (ndustry ang
the first to establish A oneway
worldwide system of contamer rent
als

Her nuspand visils the islans
micaliy. Bs does her gon, Conslan
bine, a Phoenix busnessman

‘I have bBecome: adepl at :egal
speak because of Lhe constant deal-
nEswith my atlorney and the docy-
ments we have had 1o file and court
proceedings that have followed ”
she saic

Hlip a iNSIGEnn diA
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“Also, I try to stay healthy so [ can
keep up Lhe fight " Querard said. “1
dine out with Antiguan friends and
with expatcintes living here They
sympathize with my situatlon and
are supportive as much as they can
be.”

As we dined at an Italian restau-
rant in downtown St. John's, the
waitress asked. “The usual, Mrs.
GQuerard?”

People on sidewalks smile and
greet her and shake her hand, Many
encouraged herlo keep up the fight.

1n 2003, then-Prime Minister Lest-
er Bird instigated parbamentary ac-
tion to take over the resorl. Anti
yuan newspapers said he intended
to turn the resort over to R Allen
Stanford, a Houston-based develop-
erand nternational banker

Bird told parliament that seire
and resale of the resort could solve
Antigua's budget defieit

Dogged by 10 years of scandals,
Burd was voted out of office in March
2004, He was succeeded by Baldwin
Spencer. whose United Progressive
Party took a majority in parliament
aver Bird's Anligua Labor Party

On the day Bird proposed expro-
priation of Hall Moon Bay resort,
Spencer and his UPP minority mem-
bers walked nut in protest,

Later, in support of Querard's
plea tothe Eastern Canbbe-
an Supreme Court to inter-
vene, Spencer [led an aMda-
vit saying his puarty opposed
“the government's unlawful
move tn acquire the appli-
rHnt's property

Yet, tn the ensuing
months. nothing has been
dane to reverse the former
pariiament's expropriation
attempt or to formally sban-
daon the provess ol foreed ac-
quisition,

Tourism Miruster Harold
Luovell said in March that he
and the prime minister
agree the matler must be
adrressed by parlinment
Hut he said Attorney General Justin
Simon suggested “a parlicular way”
the expraprnation could be reversed
wilhou! going to parlament,

‘We exnect to have |L dane very
Shortly,” Lovell said, “within seven
days.”

Two montns later, nothing hars
neen done

Bird, Antigua's ety
X prenner,
instigated effort
16 expropriate
Hall Moon Hay.

Officials eye would-be buyers
In the meantime, contrary to a
court order still in force. Cabinet
members show and discuss t he Half
Moon Bay property with potential
buyers and develapers,

On April 1 Agricullure
Mimster Charlesworth
Samuel took a golf rourse
developer rom Montérrey,
Mexico, on a tour of the re
sort. He was accomparied
by a developer from Clear
water, Fla. Both men told
me Lhey were unaware af
1 thelegal Aght over the prop-

Wilmoth Daniel. deputy
prime minster and minis
ter of public works, along
with Senate President Dr
Edward Monsaor, have
been reported discussing a
Hall Moon Bay develop-
ment with Dr Juan Vega,
whose company VegaProyectos. is
hased in Medellin, Colombia

Meanwhile, Stanford, the Hous-
ton-based businessman who ac
quired Antiguan citizenship tn 1909,
has beeorne the largest forelgn inves-
tor in Antigun, He also |s a banker
for the Antigua government,

His Stanford Group of Compa-
nies is best-known in the United
States for the Stanford Financial
Group, which claims investors in
more than 80 countries. Stanford
hasan olfice in downlown Denver.

Most of Stanford's activity ap-
pears Lo be centered in the Caribbe-
anand South America. He owns Car-
ibean Starreglonal airline, newspa-
pers in Antipua and S KL, and lo-
cal and offshore banks in Antigua
and Panams.

Stanford receives payments from
airport landing fees, property taxes
and a passenger exit tax. He built a
luxury  restaurant called Sticky
Wicket on abrperi grounds. And he
built a four-story wooden observa-
tion tower on a hill at one edge of Lhe
wrport, Local residents say 1L i3 so
Stanford can clunb to the Lop and
survey "his kingdom.”

Stanford has loaned in excess of
$100 million Lo various projects injti-
ated by the Bird regime, including
$30 million Loward a new hospltal
which sits unfinished and idie

A Royal Commission of Lnquiry re
port on thie hospital and ILs loan ar-
rangemaents recommended appoint-
ment ufla special prosecutar, The re
port noted several people had left
Lhe cowntry or otherwise failed tore-

spond Lo summonses. [t said St
ford “failed 1o appear, reportedly
cause of heavy business comn
nments.”

In addition o maragement of |
alrpori, Stanford has received ov
trehip of various land parcelsan
numberof smaller islands off the /
tiguan coast

The Wall Street Journai report
in 2002 that Stanford called the
tempted expropristion of H
Mean Bay “simply a matter of &1
nent domain” The Joural a
said Stanford's offshore banking :
tivities have come under scrutl
from the U S, Treasury and State«
partments.

The government sald it had t
right to seize the property beecav
the amers had not repaired the
ricane damage and reopened thel
Lel. But investors were scared off
the government's repeated thres
and Bird’s announcement that
would go to Stanford

No water, power, phones

As managing director for the ow
ers. (Querard has lived Ln a cotta
at Half Moon Bay sinece 1895, owt
seeing mamntenance and securnty
the property

JThreeyears ago, Lhe gaverune

utllity company (APUA) cul water,
power wnd phone service to Lhe re-
sort. A court, order two months ago
orclered services be reconnected.
But no service has been restored,
and the government has been in con-
tempt of eourt since April &

1n addition to Rll-time security
guards, Querard pays for mainte-
nance staff and groundskeepers.
And although the resort bulldings
are damaged, maintenance of the
bench and grounds has been such
that the Travel Channel in 1999
named Hall Mpon Bay the “best
beach in tie world,”

Querard hecame a heroine Rmong
Bird's opponents when ALP Sena-
tor Asat Michael verbally atlacked
her in parlament

“You are an enemy of the stale —
no white wortan can be allowed 1o
owm sueh property.”! he sholted as
his words were recorded and rebroad-
vasl by Antiguan radio stations

Periochically, son  Constantine
takes over the “watchman's duties”
s0 his mother can leave the island
for business or family matters

Querard suys if the govemment
does not soon abandon its atlemplat
expropristion and reverse the parlia-
mentary declarution, she s “pre-
pared Lo exercise our option of appeal-
ing to the Privy Counell in London,”
the highest court of appeal for several
mdependent Commonweath coun
tries, ineluding Antigua

On April 19, the Stute Depart-
ment through its embassy in Barba
das gave the following statement,

“The U8 Embassy In Bridgetown
continues to wark toward & resolu-
tion of this ongoing dispute and re
mulns engaged with the owders of
Hulf Moon Bay and the govemment
of Antiguad and Barbuda w achieve
such resolution.”

Meanwhile, the tourism minister
admits the government s i a bind

o resolve the Falf Moo] Bay dis-
Dute

Lavell said Antigua an be a hosl
for the World Cricket Cup in 2007
and needs every possible hotel bed
for Lhe thousunds of visitors expect.-
ed.

He admitted that even now, I
would be a Light schedule to get Hall
Mpon Bay restared in time
Joo MeGounm Jdr i areltred Associaled
Frexsbureauchiefund firelon
cyrrespondent, e restdes i Ledoroogul.




